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AUGUST CLUB HAPPENINGS

Club jackets and hats!
Go to club Web site and click on

The GOLD MEDAL IDEAS block
For more info or click here
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click here to go to web site

Club Meeting
St. Peter's Episcopal Church,

7929 W. Lincoln Avenue, West Allis
August 8, 2017 6:30 PM

Don Solberg K9AQ
Talk on his Home­brewed solid state

amplifier
and his radio remote control setup

Johnny V’s Classic Café, 1650 S. 84th
St. at 5:00PM.

NUT NET
3.985mhz
Monday­Saturday
8:15am CT

Milwaukee­Florida Net
Every Day on 14.290 Mhz
7:00AM ­ 9:15AM ET
6:00AM ­ 8:15AM CT

WARAC 2­meter net
Every Wednesday at 8pm

SEWFARS K9ABC Repeater 146.820 standard (­)offset
127.3 Hz CTCSS

if repeater down try 146.55 simplex

Save The Date
W.A.R.A.C. Awards Dinner will be held
at New Berlin Hills on October 29th at

5:00 PM.
Speaker

Lynn Olenik from the Humane Animal Welfare
Society (HAWS) of Waukesha.

Sunshine Committee
If you know of a member who
could use a bit of cheer or
support,
Barb Garnier (KD9HPS) is
now the Sunshine Committee
Chair.
You can get hold of her at
414­529­3536 or
barbsewsblue@gmail.com.

http://www.goldmedalideas.com/shop/category.aspx?catid=158&affillink=WARAC49975
http://www.warac.org/


The
President's

Shack
August
2017
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From the Editor
August’s here already? Wow where did the
summer go? Some of it went to taking care of my
wife with her perforated ulcer. We finally got some
good news today. The hole has closed up with the
help from the clip placed two weeks ago. We both
thank everyone for your prayers and concern. You
sure made the adventure easier.

Mike WO9B contributed a couple of interesting
articles on CW. One about it being used on a
damaged submarine S­5 that had been sunk
during sea trials. The story has a sad end because
the sailors that made it to the bottom alive were not
able to be rescued. I’m sure that that accident
made the submarines much safer for the
submariners that came after. We had more options
to get out and survive something like that.

When the USS Thresher went down many safety
changes were added to the boats that I’m sure
saved lives.

I hope your summer’s not going as fast as mine.
Wow, here it is August already. I must be having
fun.

The program topic for our August meeting will
have Don Solberg, K9AQ, telling about his very
unique station. There are two parts to what Don
will talk about ­ his home­brew solid state
amplifier and his remote control setup, which is
also largely home brew. His station is located up
north in Townsend, WI (Oconto county), and he
routinely operates it from his home in Dousman as
well as from other places that his travels take him.
This promises to be a very interesting
presentation. Be there!

In September we’ll talk about troubleshooting
and repair – mainly for radios, but repair of
anything is within limits. We need your
participation. Have you had problems that were
really hard to figure out? What are your repair
experiences? Who has done a good job for you?
Have you had situations where the outcome
wasn’t to your liking? What repairs have you been
able to make yourself?

As Field Day 2017 fades into more distant
memory, I want to again express thanks to Chuck,
W9WLX, for a great job as Field Day chairman
and for last month’s FD wrap­up. Also, thanks
again to all who participated! Check out the
pictures on our web site
(http://www.warac.org/fd/2017/pix.htm) and
watch out for guys in blue shirts wielding sledge
hammers.

Don’t forget that Sunday, October 29 is the date
of our Annual Awards Dinner. This year’s
committee, Erwin von der Ehe, Steve Dryja and

Mike Johnson, is putting the event together. We’ll be at
a new location, New Berlin Hills Country Club,
13175WGraham St in New Berlin. Be sure to fill out
and turn in your sign­up sheet

Saturday, July 8 was the South Milwaukee Swapfest
and our sales of donated items went well. Since we
didn’t have many bigger items, the dollars were down,
but a lot of stuff was sold. This was the first swapfest
for our new trailer and it worked fine, even though the
shelves aren’t done yet. A big thank you to Steve,
NO9B, for managing our sales effort and for his work
on the trailer shelving. Thanks also to Phil, W9NAW,
and others who helped.

As always, please bring your stories, on­air activities,
travel experiences, etc. for the open discussion portion
of our meeting. And don’t forget our usual before­
meeting dinner at Johnny V’s Classic Café, 1650 S.
84th St. at 5:00PM.

See you at the meeting! Bring a story. Bring a friend!
Tom, K9BTQ

editorial pg 11

http://www.warac.org/fd/2017/pix.htm
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WARAC General Meeting Minutes
July 11, 2017

Introduction
The meeting was called to order at 19:02 by President, Tom Macon (K9BTQ). Overall meeting
attendance was 17 members, plus 0 visitors.

Tonight’s Program:

­ Field Day 2017 Results – Chuck Dellis (W9WLX)
­ Ham Jeopardy – Mike Johnson (WO9B) – Nice job!! it was a fun time.
­ Members can join the Solar Eclipse QSO Party on 2017­08­21. For details, go to
http://hamsci.org/seqp
­ Club trailer shelves are mostly installed – Steve Dryja (NO9B)
­ Erwin von der Ehe (WI9EV) & Mike Johnson (WO9B) & Steve Dryja (NO9B) gave status of the
Awards Dinner, scheduled for August 29, 2017.
­ Erwin von der Ehe (WI9EV) gave a report from the Waukesha Expo Focus Group meeting of June
14th.
­ Steve Dryja (NO9B) gave a report of W.A.R.A.C. sales at the Southeast Wisconsin Swapfest

Future Programs

August ’17: Home Brew Remote and Amplifier
September ’18:

Business

­ June meeting minutes were voted on and approved.
­ Scholarship recipient is Erik J. Maplethorpe (KC9PDU) of Round Lake, IL.
Howard Smith (WA9AXQ) is trying to get additional contact information.

The meeting was adjourned at 20:55.

Respectfully submitted,
Erwin von der Ehe (WI9EV)
Secretary, W.A.R.A.C.
2017­07­11
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W.A.R.A.C. Board Meeting
July 25, 2017
Howard Smith (WA9AXQ) called the meeting to order at 19:13.

Present: Tom Macon (K9BTQ), Howard Smith (WA9AXQ), Erwin von der Ehe (WI9EV),
Steve Dryja (NO9B), Frank Humpal (KA9FZR), Dave Garnier (WB9OWN), Mike Johnson (WO9B).

­ Howard Smith (WA9AXQ) presented the monthly Treasurer’s report and the Club equipment and
liability insurance status.
­ W.A.R.A.C. Facebook page is live. A review is deferred to next month.
­ A discussion was had regarding having a December meeting as a holiday party.
­ Steve Dryja (NO9B) gave the status of the Club trailer.
­ Erwin von der Ehe (WI9EV) gave a 2018 Swapfest update.
­ HRO 2017 Superfest in September – we will approach HRO regarding participation.

Programs
August, 2017: Remote Station Operation
September, 2017: Repair Experiences
October, 2017: Elections

Future Program Ideas
Logger 32 logging software
SO2R Contest operating
WE Energies or Time­Warner Cable noise tracking
Feedlines
VHF/UHF Digital Communications
Ham trivia night
Story­telling night
Careers?
Ham Radio Outlet – New radio products
DMR Radios

Other Items

­ Steve Dryja (NO9B) will investigate options for a 2­person ladder for use at Field Day.
­ Tom Macon (K9BTQ) will work on a Software One order.
­ Sunshine committee – Barb Garnier (KD9HPS) is getting up to speed.
­ Club video projector replacement and disposal of existing projector was discussed.
Dave Garnier (WB9OWN) will investigate and offer (3) options next meeting.

Meeting was adjourned at 20:45.

Respectfully submitted,
Erwin von der Ehe (WI9EV)
Secretary, W.A.R.A.C.
2017­07­25
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Ham Radio is not Dead Yet by Danielle .Roof
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FOR SALE

The following items were donated from Gene’s K9WFE (SK) estate and are available at this
time. Contact Phil, W9NAW, for additional information/questions.

Yaesu FT­920, HF + 6M transceiver with new hand mike and power cable, excellent condition.
Unit was just serviced by Burghardt Radio Repair. Cannot transmit on AM—replacement
processor chip is no longer available. Asking $800 or make an offer.

Yaesu FT­890, HF transceiver with new hand mike and power cable, good condition. Unit was
just serviced by Burghardt Radio Repair. Asking $400 or make an offer.

Cushcraft A3S, tri­band beam antenna, good condition, with manual. Priced at $100.

Rohn 25G tower, 40 feet, with rotator mounting plate, good condition. Available for only $125.

PLG, W9NAW
2 Aug 2017

For Sale
Ken K9KS is cleaning house and has
multiple mobile ham antennas. If
you have any need to help him clean
out, contact him at his email
ksecora@hotmail.com for details

CW: Learned it, now what??
By Mike Johnson, WO9B

At the last WARAC Board Meeting we had a sidebar discussion about CW. For a legacy mode,
it does seem to engender a strange brew of emotions. I think for us “code required” hams there
is a small sense of guilt as we, at one time or another, were code capable. The real Old Timers
gutted it out at the FCC with the verbatim 1 minute copy tests. But most of us took some kind of
copy/quiz deal. I did both and I have to say the later is much preferred. Literally, the only way
the FCC version could be worse is if it were administered by nuns. Just kidding.

Back in my old time novice days it just seemed easier to get up to speed. 5 WPM QSO’s
littered the novice bands. I can’t tell you how many QSO’s I bailed out of cause I couldn’t copy
the other station. I could hear them just fine, but understanding was out of the questions. Spin
the dial and out you go. No one ever chased me down and gave me any kind of feed back. But
I don’t think it is so easy these days. The reality is slow speed QSO’s mean 13 WPM these
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Officers and Board
President
Tom Macon, K9BTQ

Vice President
Steve Dryja, NO9B

Secretary
Erwin von der Ehe, WI9EV

Treasurer
Howard Smith WA9AXO

Directors
Frank Humpal, KA9FZR

Mike Johnson WO9B

Newsletter Editor
Frank Humpal, KA9FZR
fhump@milwpc.com

Webmaster
Tom Macon, K9BTQ

Mike’s other article is about learning CW in today’s Ham
radio environment. There are many good ideas in it. It is
much different than when we had to find room in the
novice bands and you could listen to professional CW on
Short wave.
So enjoy what’s left of the summer.
Frank KA9FZR

editorial

days. Geez, it took me a year in the Novice bands to get my speed up to 13. Man, that was the
holy grail for me.

So what do you do to get your CW skills up to spec? Thought I’d pass along some ideas.

http://www.cwops.org/ CW Operator’s Club. Check out the web page. These are the folks that
administer the completely free CW Academy. They run the weekly CWops Test (CWT). These
guys are code oriented. Take one of their courses, you will definitely improve.

http://www.skccgroup.com/ Straight Key Century Club. I am always running into someone calling
CQ SKCC on the bands. These folks are friendly and have all sorts of room in their tent for
beginning CW ops. Check them out, they may be a launching pad for you.

QRP Contests: Pick a QRP contest and jump in. These usually run at 5 W’s and are typically CW
oriented. The code speeds are slow and the exchanges are very friendly. Oh, and they are really
operating events, not so much contests. I just ran the FOBB (Flight of the Bumble Bee) contest this
past weekend. Did it from a park using 4 watts. Made 12 Q’s and had a great time over the course
of an hour or so. QRP contests happen all the time. Here is a pretty good list:
http://www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/contestcal_qrp.html But there are more…many, many more.

Set a goal: Put some markers down. I decided to go after my Worked All States CW only. How
about DXCC? Maybe go for one CW contact per day.

https://www.reddit.com/r/amateurradio/%20 Get on reddit and
hook into the Amateur Radio subreddit. They have a weekly
Novice CW net. These are a little different in that you arrange a
QSO on the internet. I have done this and you can not believe
the level of accomplishment. It’s very different.

NTS: This is definitely old school, but every day at 6:00 PM on
3555 kHz is the Slow Speed Traffic Net. Check in. They are all
about QRS. You don’t need to have any traffic or need to
volunteer to pick anything up. Just check in and copy along. It
is really easy. BTW, all you need to send is: “de WO9B GE
QRU BK”. You can do that.

That’s really all there is to getting started. Once you start
making Q’s you’ll figure out where to go from there.

http://www.cwops.org/  
http://www.skccgroup.com/ 
http://www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/contestcal_qrp.html
https://www.reddit.com/r/amateurradio/%20





